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A composite oxide having oxygen absorption and release capabilities, comprising cerium, zirconium, and hafnium in a total amount of 
90 to 100 wt.% based on the total amount of metals, the contents of cerium, zirconium, and hafnium being respectively 14.0 to 70.5 at %, 
29.49 to 72.5 at %, and 0.01 to 13.5 at % based on the total amount of the cerium, zirconium, and hafnium, having a solubility of at least 
70 %, and exhibiting, when held in a reducing atmosphere at a temperature of 600 °C, such a reducibility that at least 90 % of the tetravalent 
cerium contained in the composite oxide is reduced to trivalent cerium; and a process for preparing a composite oxide by preparing a 
composite salt precipitate from the starting material solution wherein at least 85 % of cerium ions are Ce 4+ by coprecipitation and 
subjecting the precipitate to particular firing involving reductive firing. 
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